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. BILLINGSLET's 


SERMON 


FOR 
Reformation of Manners. 


THE 


Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
T © 


The Worthy Members of the 
SOCIETY for Reformation 
of Manners, 1n Kingſton upon 
Hull. 


Honourcd Sirs, 


HAT I make bold to Entitle You 

to the Patronage of tie following 

Plain Diſcourſe, [ think needs 

20 other Apology, but to wention, Ihat 

it was firſt Preached, ard is now made 
Publick, at Tour Requeſt. 

You have undertaken a Difficult Work, 


and Cthoroneh the Goodneſs of C 30d) wade 


ſome Conſiderable Advances iz it , in 


Cireumſtqnees that were enough to Si 


Diſheartued a Piety and Courage leſs 
A Z than 
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than Yours, And I hope you have found, 
and, by the Bleſſung of Heaven npon Tour 
Honeſt Endeauours, will find, that the 
farther You go on'in this Service, the more 
your Dithculties will abate, and the more 


Tour Encouragements (thoſe eſpecially of 
the Beſt fort) will increaſe. 

1 have endeavoured to lay before Tou 
Plain Scripture-Rules for Your Manage- 
ment of this Weighty Bulineſs, and to 
repreſent to Ton the manifold Obligations 
Yor tie under to Perſevere in it. I hope 
1 have herein ſpoken nothing but Words 
of Truth and Sobemnels even {uch Truths 
a5 all Wiſe and Good Mer, of the moſt 
differing Parties (Alas ! that we cannot 
avoid ſtill uſing the unhappy word Party !) 
are agreed in. 

And if any will call this Canting, they 
fhall ( for me ) enjoy the {ole Privilege 
of adhering to their own, beloved, and 
long-accuftomed Dialect: For when Men 
are fallen out with God and their own 
Conſciences, with Reaſon, Authority, 
and Sobriety, it is uo Wonder if the Light 
of Scripture-Truth, any thing warmly 


applied, ſet them a raving. The worſt I 


wiſh ſuch, is, That they may awake and 
com? 


V 


V 
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come to themſclves-i#- time © elſe they 
will &re long know (what they will not 
now: confider) that it 38 4 forrtal thing 
to fall. into. the hangs of the. living 
God, - Heb, 10, 31. 

tt as, :1 confeſs, ſome Diſcopragement 
to me inoth Parts of this Ondertaking, 
( bat «ſpecially the latter) #hat 1 was to 
manage this Weighty Argument afizr 


ſo many, of every way greater Abilities, 


and who had, in a fort, exhauſted the 
Subject, Tet ſence ] could not, without 
being rude to You, and unfriendly to 
the Truly-good Cauſe You are engaged 
in, decline it ; 1 fball leave the Judgment 
of this Confeſſedly-mean Performance, 
to the Pious and Candid Readers, with- 
out being concerned at the Scoffs of De- 
bauched and Profane Perſons, with 
whom, the Apoſtle St. Peter hath foretold 
1s, theſe i Dags ſhould abound, 2 Pct. 


Js 


1 hat the following Sermon may be bleſ- 


ſel of God, for the ſtr engthening of Tour 


Hands in the preſet Eminent Service 1 
are imployed in; That You may, all of 
You; approve Tour Hearts wnto God, and 
pit: Ag:0ns to the Conlciences ot Men x 
4A 4 That 
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That all Mountains may become a Plain 
before You ; That the preſent Inhabitants 
of this Place, and- even late Poſterity, 
may reap the Happy Fruits of Your Good 
Endeavours ; That we may be as Emi- 
ent for Real Holineſs and Brotherly- 
Love as we have long been for the Re- 
tmarkable Care of a Gracious Providence 
about us , 1S, and ſhall be, the Earneſt 
Prayer of, | 


Gentlemen, 


Your very AﬀeTtionate, Obliged , 
Faithful Servant, 


John Billingſley. 


JUDE 22, 23. 
And of ſome have compaſſ#on, 


making a difference - 
And others ſa ve with fear, pul- 
ling them out of the fre : bating 


even the garment I potted by the fleſh. 


HESE Words I have choſen 

; to ſpeak to at this time, as con- 
taining a Compleat Diredory 

for ſuch, as either by the /pe- 

cial Obligations of a ſeperate FunGion, 
or the more Common Bonds of Humani- 
ty or Chriſtian Charity, are concerned for 


the putting a Stop to the Growth of Er- 


ror, Or any Impiety in any Church, City, 


or Nation. 

I ſhall not detain you with any Ac- 
count of the Apoſtle St. Fude, by whole 
Miniſtry this Epiſtle was wr.:tten, n 

Compl;- 
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Compliance with or Conformity to the Nj- 
Fates and Inſpiration of the HolyGhot ; 
neither will I fo far treſpaſs upon the 
narrow Limits of Time allotted to this 
Exerciſe, as to give you the Azalyſes of \ 
this Epiſtle : You may be furniſhed, 4s 
to Both, by conſulting Perkins, Man- 
ton, Jenkins, Roberts, Clark, &c. 

I ſhall only hint, T hat the Prizcipal 
Scope of the Epiſtle ſeems to be the Con- 
firming thoſe who were newly conver- 
ted to Chriſtianity, againſt the Errors 
and Impieties that had, ever ſo early, be- 
gun to creep into the Church : Whe- 
ther ſpecially thoſe of the G-oſticks, or 
any other, I determine nor. 

The Words of the Text ſuggeſt to 
us 2 Threefold Rule for our Behaviour, 
with reſpect to thoſe whoſe Miſcarriages 
are grievous tO us, and whoſe Refor- 
mation we delire, and in Purſuance of 
ſuch Deſire do endeavour. Here is 
(t.) The Rule of Compaſſzon. (2.) The 
Rule of Severity, animated by an z- 
affeFed Zeal. (3-) The Rule of Can-' 


t107. 
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[. The Rule of Compaſſion : Of ſame 
have Compalſuon, making a difference. | 
know the Valear Latiz reads otherwile z 
and Beza tells us, that Reading 1s ſup- 
ported by the Authority of Three An- 
cient Copies : But I do not think this 
needs give us any Stop, {ince they that 
ate capable to compare both, will catily 
{ee that the Reading which ovr Fer/o 
follows ought to be preferr'd; and to 
others, a nicer canvaſling th: Point 
would be but a zeedleſs, becauſe rſcle/s, 
Amuſement, 

The Apoſtle here teacheth us, in 
dealing with Offenders to act judic zouſty : ; 
to found all our Proceeding3 upon a 
right Diſcernment both of Per ſons and 
Aﬀions. Partial accepting of Perſons is 
a Fault, but due Diſcrimination of Per- 
ſons is. our Duty ; that we may know 
how to.behave towards every one, as 
the Cale requir.s. 

Some Oftend ignorantly, and their Ig- 
norance 13 rather owing to their un{ap- 
py Circumſtances than to Sloth or #fjeita- 
tions others are wilfully ignorant, ard 
other ſin againſt "3 ioht. 

New 


[7 
« 
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Now in the former of theſe Caſes, 
which this Rule reſpects, Lenity, Pity, 
Tenderneſs, Compajſzon, are required ; as 
molt likely to gain upon ſuch Perſons, 
and to ſet them right : Harſhneſs diſcou- 
rageth them, Kindneſs winneth them, 
Belides, their Caſe 1s truly Compaiſion- 
able ;, had rhey 4nown better, they had 
done better ; and had their Opportuni- 
ties of Knowledge equalled ours, proba- 
bly they had out-ltript as, both in 
Knowledge and Good Life. 

We ought therefore to pity and pray 
for ſuch, and by no means to carry 
banghtily,much leis crzelfy towards them. 
'Tis the Commendation ot our great 
High-Priett, that he can have Compaſ- 


fron on the Tenorant, and on them that 


are out of the way, Heb. 2. o 


It. The Rule of Severity, animated 
by unaffected Zeal: Others ſave with 


fear, pulling them out of the fire. 


Others, 7. e. Such as fin knowingly, 

wilfully, obſtinately. 
Save, | We muſt not deſpair of the 
Salvation even of fuch, but do what 
in 


# #A. wail 
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in us lieth to recover them out of 'the 
Snare of the Devil, 2 17m. 2. 26. 
Save.) This only God and Chriſt 
can do principally and efficiently ;, yet tis 
not ordinarily done without our Cor- 
currence: Men are Inſtruments 1n this 
blefled Work, tho' God only be the 
Author of it. So the Apoſtle exhorts 
his Hearers to ſave themſelves from that 
untoward Generation, Afts 2. 40. and 
St. Paul tells Ti-rothy, that i= ſo doing he 


' ſhould ſave himſelf, and thoſe that heard 


him, 1 Tim: 4.16. The Salvation here 
ſpoken of, is trom $7, the Caule ; and 
udgments here, and Damnation here- 
after, the diſmal Conſequents of it. What 
ſhould not any of us be willing to ds 
or ſuj/er, to promore ſo bleſſed a Work ? 
With Fear,] 7. e. Either with Fear, 
leſt we miſcarry in our Undertaking, and 
{fo with Prudence, Caution, and Cir- 
cumſpection : $o the Apoſtle exhorts us 
to work out our ſalvation with fear and 
trembling, Phil. 2. 12. Where: the 
Conſequence 1s {o important, the Care 

cannot be too much. Or, 
With Fear, i.e. By means of Fear : 
Labouring to ſtir up in the Sinners we 
would 
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would reclaim, an Holy Fear of the 
Divine Majeſty, and of his moſt terri- 
ble, and no leſs righteous Frdgements, 
both in this Life, and that which is to 
come. | hus the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 5. 
It. Knowing the terror of the Lord, we 


perſwade men. 


Hardened Sinners are not ordinarily 
to be dealt with by Arguments of Love, 
but of Fear : They muſt have Hell-fire 
taſhd in their Faces; they muſt be 
dealt plainly and roundly with ; a a1ild 
Reproof doth but harden them: The 
Lenders of Mercy (too often) embolden 
them in Sin. They muſt be made to 
know that God 1s a Juſt and a Holy 
God; and that he hath ordained Tophet 
of old, he bath: ade it deep and large; 
the pile thereof of fire and much wood : 
the breath of the Lord (like a ſtream of 
brimſtone) doth kindle it, 11a. 30. 23. 

Impenitent Sinners muſt be acquain- 
ted, that the Puniſhments that await 
them are inſupportable and cternal 4 that 
God 3s a conſuming fire, Heb. 12. 29. 

And if any of them be ({o hardened, 
as through Infidelit; OT Inconſideration, 
to flight and diſregard all this, they 
muit 


2 Oo os ae pad a0 I. S. . 
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muſt be made to feel the preſent Smart 
of their Sin and Folly, by the tri Exe- 
cution of juſt Laws againſt their Impie+ 
ties and: Impurities z that a Stop may be 
put to the growing Contagion of their per- 
nicious Examples, and they themſelves 
may bet awakened to remember and fhew 
themſelves Mer, (Iſa. 46. 8.) till they. 
lee. what Berfts they have hitherto made 
themſelves. 

Pulling them out of the fire. | This Ex- 
preſton notes the Zeal with which we 
muſt endeavour the reforming of hein- 
ous Offenders. They are like Children, 
or Epileptick or Frantick Perſons, fal- 
len into the Fire, that carmvt, or will 
not help themſelves: . Tis a barbarons 
thing to let them lie there, and notkend 
them an hand for their Reſcue. . And 
here we are taught, that our Endeavours 
of this kind muſt be ſpeedy, leſt. our 
heip come too /ate ; we muſt be ave 
and induſtrious, that our help may be 
effeFual ;, and all our Endeavours muſt 
proceed from Love, as prompted by a 
Delire to ſave the Life, the Soul of our 
offending and endangered Brother. 


Ill, We 
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- TIE. We have here, The Rule of Cau- 
tion + Hating. even the Garment ſpotted 
by the Fleſh. We muſt fo deal with 
others, for their Good, as to take heed 
we our {elves receive zo hurt from them ; 
at leaſt not of that kind we would ſave 
them from. A Phyſician will not viſit 

a Peſi-houſe withour fortitying .his Spi- 
rits by ſome proper and ſufficient Arti- 
dote before-hand. 

- Wemulſlt labour ſo to converſe with 
Bad Mer, for their Good, as to ſee that 
we our ſelves become not Bad thereby. 

- We.mulſt therefore {tir up 1n our Soxls 
a ſettled Hatred of all that Sin which we 
would diſſuade others from ; and not 
only {o, but of: all ' the Appear ances Of 
it; and: likewiſe: of: all. that may be 
an Occaſion, Allurement, or Inducement 


to It. 
This I take to bs in ſhort, ther mean- 


ing of the E xpreſſion the Apoſtle here 
makes uſe of, viz: Hating even the gar- 
ment ſpotted by the fleſh. 

Waving, therefore many other Part1- 
culars. which nvght be titly gathered 


from the Worys, we ſhall ſumm up 
their 


| 
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their main Scope and Import, eſpecial 
with reſpeF to the . preſent: Occaſion, 1n 
the following Propoſition or Point of 


Dottr! ine, UVIH. 


_ That it is the Duty of every Chriſti» 
an, ſo to endeavour the. ſaving of 
Others from Error and Impiety, 
and the dreadful Conſequences of 
both, as to ſee that himſelf be 


aot intangled 1 either, 


In ſpeaking to, which Propolition | 
ſhall,, with what Plainneſs and Brevit 
Lcan, treat on theſe Three Heads fol- 
lowing, vVi2, 


F.. Of. the Duty to be. TE.” 

IL Of the Mains of its Pe erformanc. 

III. Of the Obligations me are e UnAer 
to ſuch Per fOcpants: 


I. Let nsenquire concerning the Duty 
to be performed. Now, ut order to the 


| right {lating this Duty, Of endeayaurirg 


to ſave Others from Error and Tmpitty, 


and the De ltrnFion c01 6qQuens thereupon, 
| » oe 
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Kt ine deſire your attevtive Conſitlera- 
tion of the following Particulars : | 


I. Error in the Fundamentals of 'Reli- 
gioz-and Impiety, or Looſneſs of Conver- 
ſation, lo certainly" expoſe thoſe who live 
and die'in them to utter DeſtruFion. The 
"Apoſtle aſſures us, Row. 6. 23. that the 
wages of ſin is death. And Heb. 12. 14. 
that without holineſs 10 man ſhall ſee = 

Lord. See alſo Eph..'3; 4,5, 6. 
-fornication, and all uncleanneſs, or cove- 
touneſe, let it hdr be once named ahrong 
You, as eont3h Satats : Neither filthi- 
neſs, ior fookſh talking; nor Jeſting, which 
are not convenient ; but rather giving of 
thanks, For this ye know, that no whore- 
 monger, nor unclean perſon, nor covetous 
' man, who-is an idolater, hath\ any ?nhe- 
ritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, und of 
(rod, Let no man deceive you with vain 
words: for becauſe of theſe things cometh 


the wrath of "God upon the children of 


| _ diſobedience. Phil. 229. £5 hey whoſe 
*CGod is their belly, whoſe glory is their 
' ſhame, who wind. earthly things 3 their 

"end "is deftrution. 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. 
" Know ye not thit the unrighteous ſhall not 
inherit 


. 


fo 


| 
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.3nberit ;the kingdom of (ad? Be nat 


cieceived : neither foruicators, nor idola- 
ters, gr effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 
ſelves with mankind : Nor -thigues , nar 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nar 


»extortioners, ſhall inherit thee op of 
7 


God.. Rom. 1. 18. The wrath of a 
is reuegled from heaven agajnſi all nngos 2 


-lineſs and ,unrightcauſneſs qf men, who 


. bold the truth 1 unriehtgeuſueſs. 


Thereisnothing, plainer in the, Word 


. of Got, than, that a lewd ,and..picjous 


;Life, irypenitently perfaited In, w1ll cer- 


. tainly; Jlue in the; xtter, DeſtruGtiorr both 


of Soerkand Body, Thgythat live like 
Beaſts, 6 Earth, \muſt- certainly... be the 


. Companions of; 42guifs, in-Hell. The 
- Burnings of Luſthere, | prepare; for the 
. weguavr hible Lurnings offi pergaſli rerP 


þ here-are iew w3ll leem- to doubt of it. 


: though te vive as at they believed any 
- thing Ot; I. | 


Batthat Errors in the, Fendamentals 
ot-Religion are . of like: Fatal {nfluence, 
wHI-hardiy be ad:pitted by many : Yet 
tre Apottle Parl reckons Here/res among 


ay tie LF orhs of the tel, Gal. J» 20 2nd 


. L F/ "PN p = £ 
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Canker, 2Tim. 2. 17. and bids us be- 
ware of ſuch, as we love our Souls, 
"Tit. 3. 10. Tis little conſidered by 
many, that a ſound Faith isas neceſſary 
to Salvation as a good Life; nay, theſe 
two are indeed inſeparable. It the Plague 
4 Leproſie be in the Head, the whole 
erſon 1s thereby rendred unclean, Lev. 
13. 44, He 1s in danger of periſhing 
himſelf, and his Society becomes infe- 
ctious. © Iknow this Matter hath been 
« carried too far by ſore who have raſhly 
"aj _ — =—_ — 
- me * and boldly uſurped theTi- 
«oof Onloder to thew- 
* ſelves, and (not knowing what Spirit 
** they are of ) would caſt out of the 
© Church, and ( if it were in their Pow- 
mT. © er) of8f Heaver too, all that can- 
** not glibly pronounce their Shibboleth. 
Yet if ſoxze reel into one Extreme, it 
doth not follow that therefore we muſt 
reel into the other. We are to contend 
earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, Jude 3. And the Corrupters 
of that Faith are to be looked upon as 
the molt dangerous Enemies Religion 
hath. Such as deny the Divine Autho- 
rity 
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rity of the Scripture, as-the Deiſts ; ſuch 
as interpret away its vital Senſe and Mean- 
ing, as the Socinians ; {uch as ſubjett it 
to a private Interpretation, allowing no 
gloſs but what their own Infallibility 
ſtamps upon it, as the Kowaniſts abroad, 
and our modern Enthuſraſts at home: 
All theſe lay dangerons Snares for the 
Souls of jenorant and unſtable Men. If 
our Faith be blind, our PraFice will be 
' lame; and both the one and the- other 
of theſe, will ſadly fhnd at liſt that 
they have but deceived themſelves, or 
been deceived by others,with vain words, 
Eph. 5. 6. 


2. Tet while we are 12 the preſent pro- 
bationary Slate, there is hope that thoſe 
who are involved in theſe Snares of Death 
may be reſcued from them. The great 
Shepherd and Biſhop at Souls came to 
ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt, Luk. 
19. 10. And the great Deſien of the 
Goſpel is to publiſh Pardox and Life to 
the Penitent, without Exception. Teſws 
Chriſt (the Apoſtle acquaints us) -came 
into the world to ſave ſenners, nor exclu- 
ding the very chief, 1 Tim. 1, 15. And 

B 3 | It 
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it is often ſcen, thatPyblicans and\Har- 


bts enter in befote proud Phariſees and” 


confide3t Self-juſtittaries, Matth. 21. 31. 

| Whete the Goſpel' is duly preached) 
It is elad tidings of great jvy to all peo- 
ple, Luke 2.10. *Tis a blatkh Catalogue 
fo which the Apoſtle ſubjoins; ſzcÞ were 
ſome of you, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 

[They who, as to their external Con» 
verſation, have been azoſt blameleſs (tho? 
that be. commendable) are not to: be 
flattered, as if they needed no Repentance, 
or might get to Heaven without Rege- 
neration, and Faith m the Death and Sa- 
tisfation of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor are the 
molt genilty and abominable to be treated 
as if there were no hope for them upon 
true Repentance and Faith in the Re- 
deemer. There is certainly a great deal 
of Truth inthat Aﬀertion of tundry of 
our old Engliſh Drvines, viz. That all 
Men naturally have a ſtrong Inclination to 
a Covenant of Works, and would be as lit- 
tle beholden to the Redeemer and his Grace 
as ever they can. 

True if 15, Great Tranſercſſuors call 
for deep Huniiliation : Yet we mult take 
heed we tlink not of waſhing away onr 

(Fils 
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Guilt in, our own Tears ;, "tis only the Re- 
deemer's Blood can do' that : And by Vit- 
tug. of that, Blood, together with t the 
Jan@ifying, Influenge. of the Divine he 
rig, purchaſed, by. it, and dilp eficedby 
Our aſceuded. Redepmer A, thets is "'< Y 
that the vileſt Sinners may become't HH 
juſtified and then Lloxified Onints.”.." yo 


. There are Means appointed by God 
( po uſually attended with his Ble; | ne) 
for the ſaving of Sinners from the Guil 
Deflement, ang Dominion of \ Sin ED 
from 1 the lempoj -al and Eternal Judgments 
due to 7t. 

Gad hath declared upon Oath, That 
he hath ng ple. aſure 7 in the de ath of OL 
that dieth, Ezek. 18. ol ” in $3: 
And the long Excrciſe » We 
towards guilty S1nwers, TY abun lantly 
aſſure us of it 3 wuch more, when we con- 
fider #he Gifts that. our rife F and aſcended 
Lord hath given FO CN, (Eph. 4.8. - the 
Ordinauces he hath ſe: fled | jn hi Church 
the Charge he hath entruſted every / Mas 
wich, not only of his own, but” like- 
wiſe of his Brother's Squl : So that the 
Preaclung of che 17/5:d, the Adminiſtra- 

5 4 tion 
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tion of Sacraments, the Wiſe and Spi- 
ritual Management of Diſcipline, Fra- 
ternal Correption, the Shining Light of 
2 Good Example, Providential Chaſtiſe- 
ments, are all ſo many proper Helps to 
reduce Sinners from the Error of their 
Ways, and prevent that Raine which 
will elſe certainly and ſpeedily overtake 
them. 


4 It is the unqueſtionable Duty of 
Crifian Magiſtrates _ that by virtue 
of their Office) to puniſh Vice and Pro- 
þ fr The Magiſtrate is a Miniſter 

of God to us for Good ;, a Revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil, 
and one who beareth not the Sword in 
vain, ROM. 13. 4. 

Whether, or how far Errors (even 
the moſt danger ous) are puniſhable or 
reftrainable by the Magiſtrate's Sword, 
is a Queſtion that hath been boldly ver- 
tilated ; bur whether accurately decided 
Or No, 'of late, 1 ſhall not determine : 
But that the puniſhing of Vice and Pro- 
faneneſs is his Duty, is what no body 
doth or can diſpute. 


aj 
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All the Dithculty is, to get Men to 
the Diſcharge of a Plain and Neceſſary 
Duty, 10 the Performance. of which 
they are under all the Obligations of 
Loyalty both to their Heavenly and Eartb- 
ly King 5 of Conſcience to therr Solemn 
Oaths; of Intereſt (if the Peace of 
their Conſciences, and their good Re- 
putation among Men, be looked upon 
by them as any part of their Intereſt. ) 
But while the gratifying of a Friexd, 
or (which is worſe) a deadly Exemy, a 
baſe Luſt, is of more value with them 
(as with ſome it moſt evidently is) than 
all the above-mentioned Obligations, 
there is but too 21uch Cauſe to fear. that 
the /o neceſſary, ſo much deſired, and ſo 
hopefully-begun Work of Reformation of 
Manners will die in their hands. And 
then what Oztcries their Conſciences and 
theirPoſterity will e're long make againſt 
them, | leave them to think: I pray 
God they may in time. 


5. It is alſo the Duty of Miniſters, by 
ſound DodGrine, by ſerious Exhortation, 
and by the ſhining Light of an Exempla- 
ry Behaviour, to give all the Check they 


Ca 
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Oar bo. grawmmg) Error and, Impiety. This 


is thew Offices ork, to, which they are 


ſpeoially ta» attend, as called and canſer 
ated thereunta, Theyare, in a pecu- 
Har manner, the. ſalt: off the earth,  azd 


the Fbbt of: the world, Maith. 5. x3, 14. 


They are ſent on this very Exrand, 1o, 
tiarn xeer from darkneſs to light, and fron 
ibs power of 'yatan wnio (9d , Acts 26« 
13. . It ought to be their whole Buprreſs 
ts fave themſekves. and. thoſe that hegx 
theme, x Tim. 4. £6, The Epiſths tg 


F7mothy and Firs do, thoroughly ac 


quaint them with the Weight of their 
Work, Obligations, and Agconnt : On 
the heediul Reading whereot, where 
3s he to be fonnd, that, may not juſtly 
cry out, with the bleſied Apoſtle St. Part, 
Who is . ſufftcient for theſe things? 2 Car. 
2.16. And if ut bedifticalt, faithfully 
roacquit our felves of ſo great a Traft, 
n ary times, how zmch mare mult it be 
ſ> in Times of. ſo great Degeneracy 4S 
thele laſt and worſt of Days, the Ends 
of the World, the very Dreggs of Time. 
wherein not only our Perſors, but qur 
very Office is deſpiſed, and we are acr 
courted and xfed (as our Betters Qnee 

3 were) 


_— 
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were) as the very: filth: and off-ſtauring: 
of all thinks,” T-COr. 4% 13. Deir arch 
Sorinianis on- the one hand, -and gi, 
Exthiyſseſts on. the other, having nled 
all the Arts of ſubtile Malice to:rendey 
Miniſters and the Miniſtry baſe and con- 
ferptible ; and” to ger us lvoR'd upon 
by a} whom they 64% inſiuence, 282 pack 
of Chargsable Cheats; afelofs, "nay, Por= 
Hicions Impoſtors. Fhefe are Diſconrage- 
ments which (ome former Ages were; m 
a great meaſure, nnacquainted with: 
Yet wilt not. all this, -n6r 'a areat deal 
more, excule us trot doing what we can; 
no more than our Perſerdl Weakneſſes 
wyHl excufe others for hindring ns,: by 
their Oppoſitions OF Onderminings, from 
doing - what elſe we might. 
| 'We are Hitec as Captains in Chriſt's 
Army, ard we mult ewdure Hard/hips, 
as good Soldiers of feſus Chriſt, 2 Tum. 
y, 4. 

We' muft.labour tb be excited by Dif- 
fientties, and emboldened by Oppoſetion, 
and, ot fearing. the Faces of Men, to 
ſhew them their Tranſereſions and thetr 
Sins, Ila. 50. 1. 10 warn dinners, that 
they die not, Exek. 33. 7, 1. 16 reprove, 


rebuke. 
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rebuke, exhort, with all long-ſufjering and 
doGrine, 2 Tim. 4. 2. And then, what- 
ever our preſent Entertainment or Succeſs 
be, we ſhall at {aſt be accepted and re- 
warded, | 


6. Iet is not this Work ſo peculiar to 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters, but that all 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians are like= 
wiſe obliged, according to their Abilities 
and Opportunities, to endeavour the Pro- 
motion and Furtherance of it. 

Magiſtracy and Miniſtry are diſtin 
Offices, peculiarly appropriated to the 
great Ends of Reſtraining Wickednels, 
and Furthering and Ccuntenancing $0- 
briety, Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs 
in the World :, And the reſpective Of- 
fices, with the proper I/orkh ot them, are 
by no means io be invaded by ungquali- 
fied or uncalled Perſons , tor God is & 
(70d of order, and not of confuſton, in 
all the Churches, x Cor. 14. 23. Yet 
this hinders not, but that Private Per- 
{ons »zay, and ovght, in their reſpective 
Places, to make the Work of the one 
and the other as eaſie as they can. And 
were but what in this kind »:ight and 

| ought 
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ought to be done, faithfully performed 
by Perſons in Private Stations, theWork 
of Publick Perſons would be rendred 


much eaſier to theme. 


How impoſſible is it for Magiſtrates 
to execute Laws on obſtinate Offenders, 
it no body will bring them [»forma- 
tions * How heavily maſt the Work 
of Miniſters proceed, it Parents neglect 
the due InſtraFior and Government of 
their Children and Families * How -ma- 
ny Publick Miſcarriages might be pre- 


vented, and the Trouble of Magiſtrates 


and Miniſters therein, would but Chri- 


ſtian Neighbours prudently watch over, 
and faithfully admoniſh one another -? 


according to that Apoſtolical InjunTion ; 
Exhort one another daily, while it is cal- 
led to day, leſt any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin, Heb. 3. 
IJ, 
But if Private Perſons throw all thar 
Duty upon Publick Officers, were they 
Angels, a great deal of it is like to be 
lefr »rdone. Conſider {er1oully that 
pregnant and often-mentioned , but too 
little regarded Text, Lev. 19. 17. Thox 
ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy heart ; thou 


ſhalt 


ſhalt in:any wiſe reprqve-thy 'Brother, and 
ot. [uffer:ſin upon bim. We muft adz:0- 
rſh one another, .reprove one another, 
and, if nced be, inforzz of Qne another; 
(ke:Lev. 5.1, ):ugheſs.we have,a mind 
te, be-gnjky of each. others Bleed, .and 
draw down Vengeance on the: Nation, 
and Damnation :0n our awn beads - 
-Re-1s;not duly: cqncerned.- for himſelf, 
bs 3$ -concerned, for #0 bedy but, him- 
if. 


FB The areater. -— Bp Error and 
_Tarpiety have mgde-jn any Part of the Vi- 
fhle.Church, the more, ſiroxgly.are all goad 
< Men engaged Fo appear with the utmoſt Vi- 
: me againſt them. 

if mever Jo ſmgll a Leak ſpring in.a 
__ IUS every axes T,O0NCETN tO JO thetr 
. #tepgst to\ ſtgp uit 'ibetimes 3. but . it. the 
Veſſel fill with Water, and threaten t0 
: fink; !$ach Man-pamps for-bis Life, and 
, Patyto all bis Strength. The {eat De- 
. #lenſrons of Piety in 8 Notion that.hath 
 dongenjoyed the Goſpel, are of threat- 
. ning AjpeT ; but... whe) Wickednefs 
. CORCS 1 like a tHHood.,.and the ipupet 1011s 
 Larreut threatens to, bear down, all be- 
{Ore 


— 
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fore "it, *tis then 'of higheſt" Concevn- 
-ment, thar all, in whont-there ts left. any 
Senſe of of Gol and Goodneſs, ſhould unite 
45" ORC Prop and apply all their{$k2/ 
art Force fr. the taking timely: and; ef- 
feral Methods, in \order \to the ipre- 
"venting that witer Raine:that will = 
certainly overtike anmpions and 5 
lyjtent 'People. Righteonſmeſs exalterhic \4 
' ation ; bat {itt is « reproath [and Ruine] 
"of any people, Prov. 14.34. And\ if:10, 
what's like to become of Exg tawelr 
Fhete needs little of a:Spirit of Propbe- 
*ey to pronounce its>Doom, unlets'the 
"late, and yet rontinutd Attempts forRe- 
:fotmarion, meet- with-an.'þappier.Bffec? 
thah the Managements of too many; a- 
mongus ſeem to 'prefape. ' I dare:net 
- ſay our Void - is incarable.; | wanld 
-fain hope ctherwiſe : *But if the\maſt 
- proper "Remedies do but exaſperate, ': 1 
leave it to the Abler Phyſicians of Church 
and State tO judge Of ſo unpromiſing 4 
| Criſes. 

In a word, Grofs Texorauce, Aamina- 
ble Hereſies , daring Blaſphemies , vile 
Hypocrifee, F/ hag 4s. Divifrons, horri- 
- ble Oppreiſron, baſe Selfiſhneſs, inſit ir 


avle 
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able Pride, azid incorrigible Ob tinacy, 1 
think, herdly ever more prevail 'd in aLand 
profe ſing the Goſpel, than they Joi in Eng- 
land: at this Day. So that we may well 
ſay.in the Words of the Prophet, J/a. 1. 
- 9. Except the Lord of hoſts had left unto 
'#s 4 very ſtall remnant, we ſhould have 
been as Sodom, and we ſhould have been 
like unto Gamerrah. And what can 
Juch Aa State of things beſpeak, of that 
very. ſmall renmant, but that they endea- 
vour ſpeedily to flard in the breach, to 
- Zur. away divine wrath £ Plal. 106. 23. 
"That they be cloathed with Zeal! for the 
- Honour of God, and the real Reformati- 
- on of a ſinful People : And who knows 
but the Prayers: and Endeavours of the 
few, may prevail ag1in{t the Impieties 
and. Blaſphemies. of the wary of thoſe 
hardened and 'obſtinate Sinners among 


| 


us, that yet hate InſtruFion, and refuſe | 


| to be Refornted £ 


I. Let us next Inquire , How this 
Duty of Endeavouring fo ſevc others 
from Sin and Ruine is to be performed 


I have 
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I have been. ſo J/arge on the former 

Inquiry, that I muſt be the briefer 11 
this and that which follows. 

+ The Text, as we have opened it, fur- 
niſh=thus with a full Anſwer : 5 SIVe MC 
leave, as ſuccinctly as may be, to ſet be- 
fore you the Particulars of 1t. 


EnJeavours . for the Reforming of 
Othe wh are. to be managed, 

1. With Tudgment and Nilcretion 5 
makins a difference, of Per{c ons, - of 
Crimes, We are: not to be oartial tO 
the Perſ{ors of any ; but we are to be 
prudent in our Applications to Perions 
of ditferent Ranks, Capacities, and Qna- 
Tifrcations. Sec how the Apoltle directs 
1n rel:tion m_ I lim. <.1,2. Rebvuke 
rot an eller, but intreat bins as a father ; 
an the 205 a HI 4S bret bren < the el 
acr wonren as mothers, the younger as 


» Y 
 feft - FS £ with all PHY tt; xy * 
f # 


4 


Reproofs are Arrows that mult not be 
{not at Rover. It mu{t be conſidered 
n-t. o:ly w b_ t every one xcels, but 
wa.t he cm bear, and what he 15 like 
to make 2 A right re of z yea, and whit 

be the Cor qrence O: the Irecat- 
'$ ment 
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ment we give him, with reſpe to 0- 
thers. 

Perſons in Publick Stations are not to 
be made vilc, (unleſs they have firit, in 
an extraordinary manner , made them- 
ſelves ſo,) leſt the Office fall with the 
Perſon, and the Ignominy of the one 
He in the Detrizzent of the other. 

So likewiſe as to Farults, we mulk 
take heed that we uſe not the ſame ſharp- 
zcſs of Rebuke, or ſeverity of Proſecu- 
tion, on account of ſmaller Infirmities, 
or ſudden Surprizes, or ſingle Inſtances 
of Tranſgreſſion, as in ſtudied and de- 
liberate, or malicious and habitual W ick- 
edneſs. A wiſe Phyſician ſuits the Re- 
medy to the Strength of the Patient, and 
the Nature of the Diſeaſe : So ſhould 
we endeavour to do. 


2. With Compaſſuon : Tn ſmaller, more 
unwilling, or rare Offences, much 1en- 
derneſs, Pity, and Gentleneſs 1s to be 
uſed; and even where our Brother's 
Offence 1s wore heinous, we are {till to 
mix Pity with our greateſs and molt juſt 
Severity ;, as conlidering the [railty of 
Human Nature, the Malice and Suvtilty 

Ot! 
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ot the Tepter, re our ſelves, 
lejt we alſo be temp Gal..&-&- ME 
hath ite Senſe of _ ve Frailty that 
infults over another s Folly. *'T1s true, 
this muſt not hinder us from prni/ni7rg 
Or bri ITnging to FP; OKC" obſtinate Of- 


fenders , but yet it muſt make us humble 


and mournful, and tenzer n the Frame 
of our Spirits, when we are forced up- 
on ſuch manpleaſing Work. Even God 
himſelf ſtiles Juagment his ſtrange AF, 
Iſa. 28, 2x. And it would fare hard e- 
nough witi the beſt of 5, ſhould he 
(with StriFnefs and Kigcour)) mark 1ni- 
quity; ſhould he lay udement to the 
line, and righteouſneſs to the plunmet, as 
= Exprettions are, Pſa. 130. 3. 1/a- 
20-17. 


2. Our Enco:vour s for ti5c vc Maſi at 1012 
of Ot pers, wt be accomp. anicd with, and 
encouraged = tle Hope of Deſtred Suc- 
wy That we ſhall deliver our own 
S "- > arp 14.) that we (hall ſave 
0:11 ther's Gut from Death, (Jam: 5 J. 
©.) and that we ſh all contribute tO 
1e try & a7 ay of i; Ir} "ath rom a 2 (1n- 
Ut Land, and to the [erothening out the 


-- 
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Publick Tranquility, It we have 20 
Hope of doing any Good, we (ball have 
no Heart to do any, nor ſo much as to 
attempt the doing it. It was Hope en- 
couraged the Nizevites to repent and 
reform, when they had heard the dread- 
ful Doom of utter Deſtruction denoun- 
ced agunſt them by the Prophet Jonah, 

Jon. 3.4,9. And, bleſted be God, our 
Caſe, though ſad, is not {0 deſperate as 
not to leave us any encouraging Grounds 
of Hope. The Experience we have had 
of the Divize Favour, in delivering us 
from the intolerable Miſeries of Popery 
and Slavery by a juſt War, and from 
the remaining Miſeries of War by an 
happy Peace 3 the Preſervation of the 
King's Life in ſo many Dazgers as he 
hath been expoſed to, both at Howe and 
Abroad ; His Majeſty's Forwardneſs to 
countenance the } lor k of Reformation by 
his Speeches to the Parliament, Frocla- 
ration to all his SubjeFs, and by being 
himfelf a Pattery of what he recom- 
amends : ; togeth xr with the like Ferward- 
neſs 1n the Hieh ( ourt of Par llament. 
and the moſt eminently 7: grified and 


diſtinguiſhed Pertons both in Churc? and 
date: % 
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State the Readineſs of many, both in 
City and Conntry, to join in this bleſſed 
Work; and the viſble Succeſs of their 
honeſt and pious Endeavours, Theſe, 
ſure, give us ſome Ground of Hope, and 
Encouragement to exped, that our La- 
bour in this zratter, ſhall not be iz vain : 
But that if we heartily et to the Work, 
God will work with us, and for us, and 
his Bleſſengs will crown our Endeavours 
with greater Succeſs than we have yet 


ſeen, or even durlt hope for. 


4. With a due Senſe of the great Ho- 


nour God puts upon us, in making uſe of 


US As luſtr uments for the ſaving of Others 


from Sin and Ruine, We may well ſay 


with, Admiration, Lord ! what is man, 
that thou ſhouldſt cloath him with 


ſuch Honour | The Apofile St. Paul 


thought it worthy of his utmoſt Az- 
khnowledecments, that God ſhould ſo 
highly honour him, as to account bin 


farthful, and put him into the Miniſter, 


1 lim. rt. 12. In a proportionable wea- 
ſure every one 1s greatly honoured of (70d 
that is made an Inſtrument to convert 
an erring Brother, and by turning a vyin- 
ner from the error of his way, to fave a 


3 Soul 
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Soul from Death, and hide a multiitucd: 


of Sins, Jam. J- Os *I 7s f12 Joy of 


Angels to behold the Converſion of Sinners, 
(Luke 15. 10.) it mult needs then be 
the Glory of Mortals to be inſtrumental , 
in it, This was the great Errand the 
Son of God came down from Heaven 
upon ; and to be the Saviour, 15 one of 
his moſt glorious Titles « What muſt it 
be then for xs to be (ubſcrvient to hi 
in this great Work, and tobe conformed 
to himr, 1n (ſaving our ſelves and others? 
Such Honour have all his Saints | even 
they who were once themſelves roto- 
rious Sinners, and ſtood in as much need 
of Saving Mercy as any the vileſt of the 
Sons of Men. 


5. With a Prudent and Pious Fear, 


leſt the Work, miſcarry in our hands, by y 
our bad Management : leſt we harden h '8ſe 


' wye deſign to ſoften, and rnine thaſe we' 


endeavour t9 ſave. They thr it take 1 Upon 
them the Work of Reforzing others had 
need look well to themſelves ;, {ach are as 
a City ſet on a Hill, which cannot be hid, 
Matth, 5. 14. They that exoy Or hate 


our Endeavours for Re formation, w:ll 
be 


a” ««s "a oak 
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be forward to ſpy out and aggravate our 
Miſcarriages : And though, when all's 
done, it cannot be expected we ſhould 
be Angels, yet it becomes us to labour 
to be of the beſt of Men; that none 
may juſtly taunt us with that Proverb, 
Phyſecian, heal thy ſelf, Luke 4. 23. 
Meekeeſs, Pr x Wit Watch bfulneſs, Leal, 
Self-denial, Broth? rly-love mult ſhine 
brightly in the whole cour ſe of our Be- 
haviour, and eſpecially in our Endea- 

vours to convince and reclaizz others, 


6. With needful Severity, where mild- 
er Methods would not be likely to jucceeed. 
[mmedicabile uuluus enſe recidendum eſt, 
ne pars fencera trahatur. Some Sinners 
are fuch Sons of Belial, that, like thorns, 
they cannot be taken with hands : but the 
man that ſhall touch them, muſt be _—_— 
with iron, and the ſtafſ of a ſpear , 2 Sat. 
23. 6, 7. With theſe there 1S 70 Jully- 
ino. God and the Magiſtr. ate have put 
it into our Power to puniſh ther, and 
we draw the Guilt of their Blood, and 
the Hurt they may do, by their inſeious 
Example, to the Souls of cnerk, Upon 
our own Heads, if, by a foolifh Pity, we 

C4 be 
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be tender of their Credit, Profit, or Eaſe, 
tothe hardening them an their Sins, and 
giving them the Advantage of 7ecom- 
mending Vice to others by their own Im- 
punity. 

Where Warnings and Reproofs ſigni- 
fie nothing, the Smart of Puniſhment 
may awaken, or at leaſt reſtrain. What 
tho' ſuch, for the preſent, count us 
their Ezemies, perhaps they will not do 
10 always. However, *tis better bear- 
ing the &fforts of their Anger than the 
Burthen of their Guilt. 


7. With Zeal. A cold Reproof 1s a 
palliating, and in a ſort a praiſing of 
Sin. Thus El; reproved his Sons ; but 
becauſe he did it coldly, and reſtrained 
ther: 20?, God chargeth the Guilt, and 
exatteth the Puniſhment of their ſmpic- 
ties on his Perſon and whole Poſterity, 
vide 1-Sam. 3. 11, 12, 13, 14- 

True Zeal will make us ſpeedy in our 
Endeavours to reclaim Sinncrs, leſt the 
proper Seaſon for it be lolt 5 ative and 
induSirions, both to diſcover Ein, and 
bring the Sinner to jaſt Shame and Pu- 
niſhment ; that our Sloth occalion _ 

ne 
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the Growth of [mpiety, and the £ Spread- 
ing of this Fire, till all be devoured by 
it. And above al/, we mui{t {ee that 
our Zeal bz not of an earthly, much 
leſs an helifh Original ; that it be not 
owing either to our Se/f-love, or our 
Envy to, or Hatred of our Brethren : 
But Ao it be wholly of a Divize and 
Heavenly Extra, altogether animated 
by a Principle of Love to God, and to 
the Souls of Men ; and then we miy 
well be clad with Zeal as a Cloak, and 
to be eaten þ by it, (la. 59. 17: Joh. 2. 
17.) will be ovr Commendation at pre- 
{ent, and the Occafion of our receiving 

a full Reward at laſt. 
of And, Liitly, with due Caution as 
to our ſelves. We are to love our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves X and thcretore owr 
ſelves 1n the firſt place eſpecially this 
is to be obicrved in Matters of 2 {piri- 
tual nature, and wherein the #7ea!th and 
Flappineſs of our Soulz is concerned, 
And 'tis this which, as 1 tare 1t, we are 
here taught: When the Apultle had 
ben giving Rules for our Behaviour 
tOWAruUsS orhers, 1N Orcer tO their REecO- 
very 
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very and Reformation, he ſubjoins, 
hating even the garment ſpotted b 'y ihe 
fleſh. 

Here then, we muſt with a careful 
Eye look to thele thimgs. 

r. Left we render our ſelves guilty, by 
our Emndeavours to reform others, for 
want of due regard to our Princi ples from 
which, our Ends for which, and < Means 
by which we ad in ſo good a IVork, God 
requires of us, not only that what we 
> be good, but that we do it well + Elle 
Prazer may become $17, Sacrifice an A- 
bomination, and the Execution of Ju- 
ſtice Murther 5, as 1t was 1n Jehu's Cale, 
Hol. 1. 4. See then that the Love of 
God and Chriſt, and Souls, conſtrain 
z5 ; that we have no Squint-regards to 
our own Credit, Or Secul, ir Advantage, 
much leſs that we be not puffed up 
with the haughty Pride ot thinking more 
biebly of OY ſel ves than is wet to think ; 
that our Looks and Geſture do not ſay, 
what we would be aſhamed our Tongue 
and Lips ſhould, Stand off, { am bolier 
than thou, Ha, 05.5. But let our Hearts 

and 
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and Conſciences bear us witnels, tliat we 
fracerely aim at the Glory of God, tre Sal- 
vation of Men, the Go:d of the preſent 
Age and Poſterity, and the keeping our 
ſelves from partaking of the Sins of ihe 
Times and Places where we live, that fo 
we may ſhun the Puniſhwent due to then. 
And farther, we muſt fſce that a/ the 
Means we ule to lo goal = be jult 
and allowable. Id folz T7, ns, quod 
jure poſſi MUKIUS © Cod now. 01 my he 1 I 9 
bis glory, (Rom. 3. 7, 8.) nor mnatt4 go 
ont of ny place, tho” it were to itay his 
Ark when ready to i211, (2 Saxz. 6. 6, 
7, 8.) Blefled be God, we want not 
warrantable Neans enough, to promote 
the cood Ends of Reformation, that 
we ſhould need to betake cur ſelves to 
:nlawf;:l or doubtful ones: Nor do I 1n 
the leaſt 1af! pect YOU C9474 "TR inio y0- 
Cict 7es, Or 7/1  Magijtrs JECS COM: ealitno the 
Naz es of I Infermers (clpe: ally in ſome 
oa f{es, for ſuch. Ther naive both of 


F 


hs rv b; en 'O "5 / in Ajogtedl by able 
in Citl ) 5 q# ly "BY 4 T4 lect If | 


hands, th: tl ne: x fo n0:2ng of them 
ere. 
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2. Ve ought to take heed, leſt the fre- 
quent converſing with groſs and notorious 
Sinners ( as we think, with a Deſign fo 
reform them) do gradually and injenſt- 
bly abate our Abhorrence of Sin, and in- 
fe# us with its Contagion ; that we par- 
take 0t of other Mens Sins, nor become 
like thoſe whoſe Reformation and Amend- 
ment we profeſs to deſire and endeav our. 
It is ſometimes ſeen that a Phytician 
catcheth the Dileaſe he was ſent for to 
crre, If we chooſe bad Men tor our 
Companions, it is a ſign we are ſuch our 
ſelves; and if we are caſt izto their 
Company, be the Occaſion what it will, 


we are to louk upon it as ar Hour of 


Temptation, an4 accordingly to donble 


our Watch, by awakening the Fear of 


God and the Hatred of $iz in our Souls. 
It 1s a dreadfnl thing to behold Sin 
with an anconcerned Indifferency of Spi- 
rit, Or to hear the Nam? of God blit- 
phemed, without being moved with 
inward Horror and Remor ſe. We ought 
to enter 4 ſolemn Proteſt. in the Secret 


of our Souls, againſt all that Impiety we 
are 


| 
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are conſtrained to be Witneſles to ; yea, 
and to make our inward Diſpleaſure a- 
g1in(t it vilible and evident by all pro- 
per and prudent Methods, Thus we 
read, Juſt Lot vexed his righteous foul 
from day. to day, in ſeeing and hearins 
the ungodly deeds of the 1apure Jodomites. 
2 Pet. 2.6. We mult keep, as far as 
we can, from the contagious Breath of 
impudent Jinuers, And even whule 1 heir 
and the Common Good obligeth us to 
converie with them, our own mult en- 
gage USLO be HpoR Our Guard. We mult 
have no fellowſhip with thoſe unfruitful 
works of darkneſs which we are called to 
reprove and ſuppreſs, Eph. 5. 11. Our 
corrupt Natures are like 1inder, = to 
catch Fire at every Spark, and there- 
tore, tho? we may be jealous over others 
with Fl godly jealonujre, ( \ 2 Cor. I1. $7 Yer 
it mult be {o, as ever i the firſt place to 
maintain the {ame Fealouſee over our 
elves. He torteits lus [nnocency and 
his 4 i-eace (two of the moſt Precious 
Jewels in the World) that grows bold 
with Temptation. Let us therefore be 
ſober and viclant, becauſe our Adver- 
{ary 
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ſary the evil goeth about asa roaring 
Lion, ſeeking whom PC 145 dewonr, 1 Pe. 


0 + — | he better WE are, or ſcen: tO be, 


2nd th 74 re excellent 4 nd : :jeful thei: ork 


WE are engaget 1 IN is, the ar eater 18 $4- 
tan's Malice againſt us 5 and therefore 
112 Fore ſtrict ſhould be our Care and 
t ivilence over our ſelves, 


II. 1 ſhould now proceed to the 
Third General Inquiry, the Import 
whercot is, to {et before you the Obl;- 
gations we lie under to endeavour the Re- 
formation of others, and to ſave them with 
Fear, pulling them out of the Fire : But 
the Maiter treated of under the former 
Inquiries, hath 10 wultiplied and length- 
ened on my hands, that inſtead of 4 
more diſtin F Corr 1ſt leration of the ſeveral 
Obligations that liz upon us to ſo impor- 
fant a Duty; I ranit conteat my felt 
with 8 &rief Repreſentation of them, 1n 
the way of a7 Hortaiory Addr fs to the 
I} ortiy (ront!ie 11297 of tt2 Yoct ety for Re- 
formation of Ma 2ners ir: thisPal: es winch 


. 1 . 5 7 y 4 F + * I _— 2 
I think is af :ve £55lfration th at cite r 
. " . 8 tz 
the Supject requircs, or the 172 will 
admit. 
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Let me therefore ( Much Honoured 
and Dearly Beloved) 1n the Name of 
my great Lord and Matter, beſeech and 
exhort yo, as you have put your Hand 
to this Ploneh, to not to entertain the 
leaſt Thought of looking back, Luke 9. 
62, Let no Di{conragements affright 
you from continuing with wxnwearied 
Diligence in the Proſecution of your 
Endeavours, for the effetnal Suppreſ- 
fing of all Vice, Immmorality, and Pro- 
faneneſs amongir us. | 

Error and 1z1piety have their Patrons 
and 44vocates every where, and they 
are bold, reſtleſs, and imzportunate be 
not VOuU aſhamed OT af? raid tO plead the 
Cauſe of Truth ani Holizeſs, which 15 
evidently, and b:yond Diſpute, the Canſe 
of God. Tis God himſclf who re- 
quires and expec#s this at your hands ; 
the, Goa who w:auc you and redeemed 
you, the God whom you profeſs to love 
and jerve, the God who hath prepared 
2 Crown of (Glory and blefled Inmmor- 
tality tor all them who are Faithful to 
bis Intereſts, here on Earth, and who 
is able to nunith with inconceivable, 
endleſs Torzrents cf Lody and Soul, all 

thole 
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thoſe who falfly betray their Truif, and 
hath !hreatened 1o to do. 

Your Profe{jzon of Chriitianity obli- 
ceil you to Leal and Diligence in this 
Work. Chriſtianity is a Do@rine of 
Love ;, and ſurely this Love ought riot 
to be confined to tne Bodies of Men, 
but to be firſt and pr incipally extended 
to their Souls. 1f ne that hath this World's 
Good, ani feeth his Brother have need, 
and ſhuticth P his Bowels of Compa ſion 
from him, do the reby evizence himſelf 
utterly devoid of the Grace of Charity, as 

the Apoſtle aſlures us, (1 Fohn 3. 17.) 
What Charity, what Love to God or Man 
can he b2 thought to have, that ſeeth 
his Brother runzing poſt 1n the dire? 
Road to He ll. and will do nothing tO 
ſtop or ian hin? Do I need | to 

4 befor e you the Excellency of your 
Work 2 To oppoſe the Kingdone of] 

Satan, and the Powers of Daikneſs 
To Advance the Kin VS and Interef 
of God, and ow Lori Jeſus Chriſt 5, to 
Reſe 21C oor fouls Ir m Temporal and 
Ft nal Deir: uctions, to Promote the Se- 
curity, Peace, and Havpineſs of your 
Native Country « &l/ this, the Work you 
are 
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are. engaged in, hath a viſible Relation 
and hopeful Tendency to. © | 

Conſider farther, 'whoſe CharaBFer it 
was, that he went about doing good, Atts 
10. 398. and how much it 15 your Con- 
cern, and will be your Credit, to be 
Followers of hizz. Remember alſo, that 
At 1s too late after Vows, to make enquiry, 
-Prov. 20. 25. You are the devoted 
Servants: of God-Redeemer by the 
Bonds of your Holy Baptifzr, in which 
you were liſted as Chriſt s Soldiers, and 
engaged in a perpetual War againſt Sa- 
tan, your own Fleſh, and this preſent 
evil World. Chriſt came into the world, 
to deſtroy the works of the devil, 1John 
3. 8. and we are under all imaginable 
Obligations to be ſubſervient unto him in 
that-great Deſign of his. 

Beſides, I might urge upon you the 
heavy Judgments growing Senſuality 
and Profaneneſs have brought upon 0- 
ther Countries and our own ; the wonder- 
ful Patience God hath long exerciſed t- 
wards us ; and the innumerable Benefits 
and Favorrs he hath conferred por rs - 
So that if we now neglect a real and 
heart y Reformation, and Return to God, 

13 We 


42 4 SERMON fv 


we ſhew our ſelves the moſt ſtupid and 
zngrateful Creatures upon Earth. _ 

If the preſent CorjunFure ſeem not 
to us a fit and favourable one, to under- 
take and go through with ſuch a Work, 
when do we hope: there may' ſuch a oze 
arife ? Are weever like to have a Prizce 
that will ore favour Reformation ? Do 
we ever expect better Laws to enable us 
for 1t2 Can we hope (till the Work it 
elf: have made ſore coxfederable Pro- 
greſs) to find the Nation in a greater 
readineſs to embrace and comply with it 2 
So that this ſeems to be the very critical 
Mizute for England's Reformation ; and 
we have Reaſon to conclude, (or at 
leaſt ſtrongly to corje@are,) that it muſt 
be zow or never. Let it be farther thought 
on, that the Deferes and ExpeFations of 
all good Men, at Home and Abroad, are, 
that ow ſomething ſhould be made of ſo 
good a Work, Our poor Brethren of 
France,under all the Miſeries and Hard- 
hips they endure, comfort themſelves, 
that the Reformation and Settlement of 
the reſt of the Proteſtant Churches, and 
ot: Cs in ſpecial, may te the Freſege 

an 
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and Beginning of Peace, Reſt, and Re« 
ſtauration unto thew + And this hath 
been, for many Years, the Prayer, Hope, 
and Exdeavour of the wiſeſt and beſt 
among our ſelves. 

We have, alas! #00 long been divi- 
Hed 1h Communion and Afﬀe#ion, and 
have thereby made our felves the Sport 
of our Enemies, and the Pity of our 
Friends ; and all Endeavours hitherto 
uſed, far the healing of our Breaches, 
have been fruitleſs and ineffeFnal: But 
I verily p_ my ſelf, that if #he 
Work of Reformation of Manners were 
but once brought to a conſiderable pitch 
of PerfeFion, the other would , as it - 
were, fall in of courſe : For, whence 
come war and fightings among us, (even 
Eccleſraſtical Wars, tor I:think it's too 

gfeat a Soleciſm to call them Religions 
ones.) come they not hence, even of our 
Luſts that war in our Members, Jam. 4. 1. 

Again, What could more contribute 
to our Comfort in Death, and Confidence 
at FTudgment , than our Faithfulneſs to 
God, and his Intereſt here in thisWorld ? 
When our Conſciences ſhould bear us 

D 2 witnets, 
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witneſs; that we have ſhunned no Lq- 
bour, Coſt, | Shame, or Suffering, fo we 
might promote R ighteouſneſs, Godli- 
neſs, and Sobricty, in the Places where 
we lived. 

And to Conclude: Of chow great 
Advantage might our Faithfulneſs and 
Succeſs be, not my to the preſent Age, 
bat to Poſterity allo? How might an 
happy Contagion ſpread it ſelf over this 
and #eiehbouring” Kinedoms? Vice has 
been © propagated by Fxample-s Who 
knows but (by. the -concurrent Blefling 
of Heaven) Vertueand. Piety may be ſo 


too ? And then how- great Cauſe would 
—_— have to riſe up, and vall us Bleſ- 
feel. 


1 dof all with the Apoſtle s Exhor- 
tztion, * 1- Cor. 15. 58.- Therefore, my be- 
lowed brethren, be-ye ſtedfaſt, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work,of the Lord, 
fardſmuch as ye hnor that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


Hereas I have been given to un- 
|  derſtand , that thoſe' Words, 

Page 12. 1 know this Matter hath beers 
carried too far, &c. were taken by ſome, 
in the Hearing, for a deſigned RefleFior 
on the Church of England; and tis 
poſiible' this Sermon tay fall into the 
Hands of Perſons not wore knowing, nor 
leſs prejudicate, than the aforeſaid Objes 
Fors : I thought meet here to declare, 
(what .I ſuppoſe every #ntel/igent and 
candid Reader will concurr with me 
in,) That in what is there ſaid, Thad 
20 Thoughts of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
nor of any other Body - of Society of. 
Proteſtants, of whatever. Denomination x 
but thoſe Words did entirely refer to the 
Bigots of all Parties, who place Religion 
in things very accidental, if not wholly 
extrinſick to itz and value themſelves 
more upon thole things which diaide 
and diſtinguiſh them from other Chriſti- 
ans, than upon thoſe wmch weiehtier and 
more important ones, wherein the whole 


Body of Chriſt's Catholick Church are 
agreed, 


FR E—_ 


h Ty OEEDY —— 3 


#4 — o _— —_—  —— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


agreed, In.a word, that Paſſage is | 
wholly levelled againſt an unwarrantable, | 


falſe, furious Zeal for doubtful, or little 
things, to the Neple® and Detriment of 
the- greater and weightier Matters of the 


Law and Goſpel 3 Judgment, Mercy, | 


and | Faith: (Matth. 23. 23.). Whether 
the Obje& of ſuch Leal be Presbytery and 
(Dottrinal) Calviniſm, or Epiſcopaty and 
Arminianiſm, or Anarchy and Antinomi- 
ariſe, If Men of this Temper be ca- 
pable of anyCure,(as I hope ſome may,) 
I would commend to their ſerious Read- 


Jug, Judge Hales's Three Short Trad of 


Religion, and the Hppendages to it ; Bi- 
ſhop W3kin's Two Sermons on Rot. 4. 
17,18. Mr. Chandler's Effort againſt Bi- 
gotry, on the ſame Text; and Mr. Cor- 
bet's Kingdom of God among Men. 

= | : 


Reader, T have-no farther Trouble to 
give thee, but to conclude with that A- 
poſtolical BenediGion, in which thou 
may ſt read (if I know any thing of it) 
my very Heart ; 2 Thefl. 3. 16. Now the 
Lord of Peace himſelf give you Peace al- 
ways, by all medns. The Lord be with 
you all, Amen. 
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